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Monsieur le Président Fenech Adami, 
Mesdames, Messieurs, Chers amis, 
 
 

 We are gathered here today, dear President, with your family, prominent 
representatives of the Maltese political community and friends of yours to celebrate the 
recognition by the French Government of your lifetime contribution as a true European.  

 It is a great pleasure and a privilege for my wife Noelle and for me to  welcome 
you for this very special ceremony in Zebbuā tonight.  

 May I say a particular word of welcome to your wife, Mary, to your children and 
their families gathered around you to share this moment and thank them for joining us 
here. 

  

*  * 

* 

 President Fenech Adami, France is bestowing upon you its highest honour, the 
‘Commandeur dans l’Ordre national de la Légion d’Honneur’. Tonight as you already 
know, you are about to join the prestigious cohort of personalities who have received 
this honour since its creation in 1802. However, I will cite only one (living) example, 
Frenchman Georges Prêtre, one of the world’s leading conductors, acclaimed in the 
Maltese press for his vibrant performance at the Vienna Philharmonic's New Year 
concert. Eddie Fenech Adami you are also a musician because you used to play the 
piano, but it wasn’t, unfortunately, for your talent as a pianist that I put your name 
forward for the Légion d’Honneur when you stepped down from the president’s office.  

 Tonight, France is honouring a son of Birkirkara, a citizen this island nation can 
truly be proud of, an exceptional man, a true Maltese statesman and a great European. 

 I said that you were an exceptional individual because politics has always been 
“Country First” for you. No matter what challenges or harm came your way. It was your 
courage, calm and composure that helped you counter violence and give politics in 
Malta the noble outlook it deserves.  



 I have listened to your speeches many times, in small and large gatherings. What 
always surprises me, there is always so much substance in what you say.  

 I acclaim you as a true Maltese statesman, for it was you who shaped Malta in 
the post-Cold war world to a free market economy  and  ensured that your not-so-
fortunate countrymen would get the necessary support from the State. In so doing, you 
acted as the leader of all Maltese and preserved what I think is key to the Maltese 
character : togetherness. It is then befitting that your thousand-page biography is 
entitled Inservi. 

 I mentioned your calm and your courage. Everyone knows that it takes courage 
to avoid a war. After 1981, you were the one who spared Malta tumult and turmoil. In 
those days, along with Guido de Marco you formed a magical duo. In fact, in honouring 
you this evening, I would like to pay tribute to all Maltese statesmen, especially to the 
incredible quartet that played a leading role in Malta’s political scene. Of course I’m 
referring to President Guido de Marco, President Ugo Mifsud Bonnici, President 
“êensu” Tabone and yourself. 

 I called you a great European as it was under your leadership in 1990 that Malta 
first applied for membership to what was then known as the European Economic 
Community and it was when you returned to office again in 1998 that Malta's 
application to join the EU was reactivated. Great Europeans had great visions for their 
country and Europe. You had the vision to state that Malta’s presence in the EU was 
“natural and logical” and that the EU would not be complete without Malta.  

 With your usual determination, you created an historic milestone in Malta’s 
history. Your election as “European of the Year” in 2003 was, in hindsight and in my 
personal view, quite natural. Malta’s accession to the EU restored its position in its own 
history.  

*  * 
  * 

There are occasions when the one bestowing the award is even more honoured than the 
one receiving it. Tonight is one of those occasions. It is an honour for me to express the 
friendship that France extends to Malta and to President Fenech Adami in particular. 
Let me also add here that it was to you, Dear President, that I clearly remember 
presenting my first Ambassadorial credentials on my arrival here 18 months ago. It was 
a momentous day for me, the beginning of my friendship with Malta and the Maltese. 

Dear President Fenech Adami, President Nicolas Sarkozy has awarded you France’s 
highest distinction, Commandeur de la Légion d’Honneur and for the solemnity of the 
occasion, here is the formal part of the ceremony in French : 

Edward Fenech Adami, au nom du Président de la République, je vous fais 

Commandeur dans l’Ordre national de la Légion d’Honneur. 

***** 

 


