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The year is coming to a close and 
looking back, my team and I have 
great many reasons to feel satisfied. 
The visits to France by Dr. Tonio 
Borg, Mr. George Pullicino and Dr. 
Carmelo Mifsud Bonnici and the 
visits to Malta by Mr. Alain Juppé, 
our new Ministre d’Etat, Minister of 
Defence and Mr. Brice Hortefeux, 
Interior Minister also in charge of 
Immigration were the hall marks of 
Maltese-French bilateral relations.

2010 also remains the year when 
my country renewed it gesture of 

solidarity expressed toward 
Malta by taking once again 93 
refugees. It was with great pleasure 
that I hosted a reception for them at 
Haz-Zebbug and accompanied them 
to Paris on a chartered flight.

Departures are not always happy. I was 
deeply saddened with the demise of 
President Emeritus Guido de Marco 
and as I mentioned in an article, his 
departure meant that  France lost one of 
its chosen Maltese friends.

As far as our presence as an embassy, 
we can take pride in having organised 
quite many interesting things over the 
year notably the Urban Rabbits 
Circus at Birkirkara, the Ira Losco 
concert on board the French destroyer 
Montcalm, the Patrouille de France 
at the Malta Air Show, the French 
Autumn in Malta of which the most 
notable events were the Rock Dreams 
exhibition at St James’ Cavalier and a 
full-house Christmas organ concert 
at St John’s Co-cathedral accompanied 
by a CD release of music played on 
Malta’s best organs i.e. on the organs 
of St Paul’s Cathedral in Mdina at of 
St John’s co-cathedral as well as the 
Oratory of St John’s. I would also like 
to mention a two to three minute 
happening that took place during the 

French Fête de la République at my 
residence in Haz-Zebbug. It was when 
Maltese schoolchildren formed a choir 
along with sailors from the French 
Navy to sing together both ‘Lil Din 
l’Art Helwa’ and ‘La Marseillaise’ 
together. The event still lingers in my 
memory alongside the evening when 
President Emeritus Eddie Fenech 
Adami became Commandeur de 
Légion d’honneur, a distinction 
reserved by the French Nation to its 
choicest sons and daughters and to 
most-deserving and influential people 
in the world.

As the Christmas season sets in and 
the New Year starting off in a few 
days, may I wish all of you, on behalf 
of Noëlle and all my staff, a “Joyeux 
Noël” and an Eventful New Year 
2011 !

Sincerely yours,

Daniel Rondeau
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France signs deals worth 15 billion euros during President Sarkozy's India trip

French President Nicolas Sarkozy made a four-day visit to India earlier this month with an entourage that included first lady, Carla Bruni-Sarkozy, 

and a group of leading French ministers and industrialists. India’s application to permanent membership status at the UN Security council, its right 
to security, bilateral trade and nuclear power deals topped the President’s four-day visit. His agenda featured visits to the capital, New Delhi, as well 
as the Indian commercial capital of Mumbai, and Bangalore, the southern city better known as “India’s Silicon Valley”. The visit yielded around €15 
billion worth of civilian nuclear energy, defence and aviation deals between France and the world’s largest democracy.

Here are details of the deals signed during Sarkozy’s India visit:

NUCLEAR TECHNOLOGY : France has been a loyal partner in India’s nuclear history. During Sarkozy’s latest visit, French nuclear giant Areva 
and its Indian counterpart, NPCIL (Nuclear Power Corporation of India Limited) signed a preliminary contract for nuclear reactors and services 
worth about €7 billion for the construction of the first two reactors of six reactors India plans to build in the near future. The deals include the 
supply of reactor fuel for 25 years, according to an Areva statement.

NUCLEAR SAFETY : The Atomic Energy Regulatory Board of India (AERB), and the Nuclear Safety Authority (ASN) of France also signed an 
agreement for the exchange of technical information and cooperation in regulation of nuclear safety and radiation protection. The agreement renews 
and updates the existing arrangement, which took effect in 1999 and was renewed in 2005.

AIRBUS : European group Airbus signed lease contracts to supply A-330 aircraft to India's Jet Airways and State-run carrier Air India in separate 
deals totalling €2.8 billion.

MICHELIN : French tyre-maker Michelin signed a protocol contract to invest around €600 million in a factory.

UPGRADING MIRAGES : India and France agreed to a €1.6 billion deal to upgrade the Mirage-2000 combat jets, said Sarkozy during a joint 
press conference with Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh in New Delhi. French firm Dassault Aviation would revamp 56 Mirage-2000 aircraft 
that France sold India nearly two decades ago whiles Thales would upgrade the weapons systems integrator and MBDA supply the missiles. Talks are 
also under way to step up defence-industry collaboration between the two countries.

For more information on the presidential trip, please visit : http://www.elysee.fr/
For more information on Franco-Indian relations, please visit : http://www.ambafrance-in.org
For more information on CNES, please visit http://www.cnes.fr/

Prime Minister - François Fillon
Ministre d’Etat, Minister for Defense and Veterans - M. Alain Juppé
Ministre d’Etat, Minister of Foreign and European Affairs - Mme Michèle Alliot-Marie
Minister for Ecology, Sustainable development, Transport and Housing - Mme Nathalie Kosciusko-Morizet
Keeper of the Seals, Minister of Justice and Freedoms - M. Michel Mercier
Minister of the Interior, Overseas France, Local Authorities and Immigration - M. Brice Hortefeux
Minister for the Economy, Finance and Industry - Mme Christine Lagarde
Minister for Labour, Employment and Health - M. Xavier Bertrand
Minister for National Education, Youth and Voluntary Organizations - M. Luc Chatel
Minister for the Budget, Public Accounts, the Civil Service and Administrative Reform, Government Spokesman - M. François Baroin
Minister for Higher Education and Research - Mme Valérie Pécresse
Minister for Agriculture, Food, Fisheries, Rural Affairs and Town and Country Planning (Regional Development) - M. Bruno Le Maire
Minister for Culture and Communication - M. Frédéric Mitterrand
Minister of Solidarity and Social Cohesion - Mme Roselyne Bachelot-Narquin
Minister of Urban Affairs - M. Maurice Leroy
Minister of Sport - Mme Chantal Jouanno
For the complete list, please visit the embasssy’s website : www.ambafrance-mt.org

           President Sarkozy appoints new government

While most visiting dignitaries visit India’s IT companies established in Bangalore, President Sarkozy preferred 
to visit the Indian Space Research Organisation Satellite Centre established there. It is in tthis facility that in collaboration 
with the French Centre Nationale des Etudes Spatiales (CNES), «Mega-Tropiques» and «Saral» remote sensing satellites 
for climate and ocean observation are being built. Photo © Elysee.fr

http://www.elysee.fr
http://www.elysee.fr
http://www.ambafrance-in.org
http://www.ambafrance-in.org
http://www.cnes.fr
http://www.cnes.fr
http://www.ambafrance-mt.org
http://www.ambafrance-mt.org
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Les Santons de Noël
Santons can be representations of 
the Holy family as well as members 
of the village.
'Tis the season to be jolly, and all 
around the world people are feeling 

the holiday 
spirit. Christmas 
festivities in 
France trace 
their origins 
back to the fifth 
century. The first 
C h r i s t m a s 

celebration in the country took place 
in 496 when Clovis, King of the 
Franks, and his 3,000 troops were 
baptised on Christmas Day in 
Reims. Bishop Rémi had purposely 
chosen the day of the Nativity for 
the ceremony. In the following 
centuries, Christmas has 
transformed into both a secular and 
religious holiday that is celebrated 
throughout France. Typically, 
churches in France have a small 
nativity scene displayed inside on 
Christmas Eve. In some regions, it 
was once customary to place a live 
infant, symbolising the baby Jesus, 
in the crèche (manger scene) during 
la Messe de Minuit (Midnight 
Mass). In Provence, many families 
create smaller versions of the 
nativity scene at home using santons 
(little saints), terra cotta figurines. 
Dating back to the 17th century, 
santons typically represent the holy 
family, the Magi, and people of the 
village, including the mayor, priest, 
baker, farmer, butcher, policeman 
and miller. A special santon fair has 
been held during December in 
Marseille since 1803, and a summer 
fair is also held in Aubagne. 
Following la Messe de Minuit, 
many families prepare one of largest 
and most important meals of the 
season, le réveillon. Specialties of the 
late night supper vary according to 
the region. Goose is standard fare in 
Alsace, buckwheat cakes with sour 
cream in Brittany, and turkey and 
chestnuts in Burgundy. In Paris and 
the surrounding region, the menu 
often consists of oysters, foie gras, 
and the traditional Bûche de Noël, or 
Yule log cake. The sweet sponge 
cake is filled with crème and chocolat 
in the shape of a log and symbolises 
the Yule log that once burned in the 
hearth from Christmas to New Year. 

Saint Nicolas and Père 
Noël
Santa Claus, Father Christmas, St. 
Nick — the figure who brings 
children gifts for Christmas is 
known throughout the world, but 
when and how he comes varies as 
much as his name. On Christmas 
Day, French children, like their 
counterparts across the Atlantic, 
wake up with excitement to 
discover the gifts that le Père Noël 
(literally, “Father Christmas”) has 
brought them.
However, for some of these 
children, this is the second time in 
the month of December that they 
have awoken to find gifts left 
overnight: in some parts of France, 
Saint Nicolas stops by weeks before 
Santa Claus arrives. The tradition is 
celebrated on December 6, la Saint-
Nicolas, particularly in northern 
France. Saint Nicolas, believed to 
have been born in the 4th century 
in the small village of Patara in 
modern-day Turkey, dedicated his 
life to the poor and the meek as a 
bishop. Patron and protector of 
children, Saint Nicolas is most 
famous in France for saving three 
children from an evil butcher, a 
legend popularised by a well-
known children's song.
During the night of December 5-6, 
tradition has it that Saint Nicolas 
rides around on his donkey, leaving 
small gifts and treats for children in 
shoes left by the fireplace the night 
before. Like Santa Claus in the 
United States, Saint Nicolas only 
brings gifts for good children. For 
the naughty, instead of a lump of 
coal, he leaves those children to le 
Père Fouettard (the Whipping 
Father), who travels with le Père 
Noël to spank children who 
misbehave.
Why do Saint Nicolas and le Père 
Noël both bring gifts in December? 
Originally, only Saint Nicolas 
existed, and Christmas was an 
exclusively religious holiday. 
According to Lexilogos, Saint 
Nicolas crossed the Atlantic with 
the Dutch — who called him 
Sinterklaas— to America, where he 
came to be associated with 
Christmas and has since evolved 
into the plump jolly red fellow 
whose hearty laugh and goodies 
enchant children everywhere. 

In the first half of the 20th century, 
the popular chimney-diving Santa 
Claus sailed a sleigh high over the 
Atlantic back to Europe, becoming 
popular in France after World War 
II. 

Window Wonderland 
Department stores throughout 
France put up spectacular 
Christmas displays, including 
Galeries Lafayette in Paris.

From small chocolate shops to 
the grands magasins (department 
stores), les vitrines de Noël 
(Christmas window displays) in 
France are elaborately decorated 
each year. This practice takes on 
extraordinary proportions in 
Paris, where some of the most 
famous department stores hire 
artists and designers to 
transform their window 
displays into animated scenes 
that capture the imaginations of 
adults and children alike. This 
year's theme at the Galeries 
Lafayette in Paris is Show Chaud 
Noël. The vitrines on Haussmann 
Boulevard feature showcases of 
some of the most famous comic 
musicals by presenting the 
"cast" of each show in 
preparation for Christmas, each 
modelling fashions from their 
era. Among the titles featured 
are Mamma Mia!, Footloose, 
and Hairspray. The window 
dressings themselves are equally 
festive and spectacular. The 
building is covered by 23,000 
square feet of lights in a delicate 
lacing designed by Valerio Festi. 
Other Parisian department 
stores — Au Printemps, Le Bon 
Marché and Le Bazar de l'Hotel 
de Ville (BHV) — also 
participate in the holiday 
tradition.

 BHV’s theme is Noël 
Circus, featuring a series of 
animated window displays 
along the Rue de Rivoli 
designed by Olivia Ruiz 
and featuring many guest 
artists.

Christmas Markets
Shoppers visit the Christmas 
market in Strasbourg

Markets in France can be 
found year-round, but are 
particularly widespread in 
the winter months,when 
they transform into small 
festivals complete with 
light shows and parades, 
as well as the scents, tastes 
and sounds of the holiday 
season. 
Strasbourg, a city near the 
German border, is often 
proclaimed the "Capital of 
Christmas" because of its 
longstanding tradition of 
putting on the largest and 
oldest Christmas market in 
France (437 years old). 
History has it that the same 
area can lay claim to the 
first recorded appearance 
of the Christmas tree (Sapin 
de Noël) in France. To the 
north, the city of Amiens, 
in the Picardie region, 
hosts the largest Christmas 
market in northern France, 
with more than 100 stalls 
for over 500 merchants. 
Here, hundreds of 
Christmas goods are 
bought and sold, including 
spices, ornaments, mulled 
wine, pies, cookies, toys, 
trees, clothing and more.

The Holiday Season in France

The French channel the 
holiday spirit through a 

number of social, religious, and 
cultural festivities and 
celebrations. 
The Trêve des confiseurs, or 
Christmas Truce, signifies the 
time between Christmas and New 
Year's Day where all political and 
professional work-related activity 
is encouraged to be mise en 
sommeil or "slowed down," in 
place of more seasonal activities. 
Its origins lie notably in the 1915 
unofficial military cease-fire 
between French and German 
troops during World War I, when 
soldiers put down their weapons 
for a holiday exchange of hams, 
biscuits, wine and cognac. Today, 
the trêve is a time for family 
gatherings and pleasures of the 
table, particularly holiday sweets 
prepared by the local confiseries 
(candy shops) and pâtisseries 
(pastry shops). At this time of 
year, the French take the 
opportunity to reach out to 
friends and family. Cartes de voeux 
(greeting cards) in France are one 
of the country's greatest symbols 
of holiday cheer and friendship, 
especially in wake of the New 
Year. Cartes de voeux often express 
best wishes for the holiday season 
and for the coming New Year 
with a simple "Joyeuses 
Fêtes" (Season's Greetings) and 
"Bonnes Fêtes de Fin 
d'Année" (Happy Holidays). 
Cards can be sent as late as 
January 31, a tradition that differs 
from the expected timetable for 
greeting card exchanges in the 
U.S. Although Christmas has a 
long history in France and is the 
predominant holiday of the 
season, Hanukkah, a Jewish 
holiday starting in early 
December and Kwanzaa, an 
African cultural holiday that 
celebrates African heritage, are 
also celebrated in France.

Greeting cards can be sent to friends 
until end January in France !

!  ! !
“There are four stages in a life of a man : when he 
believes in Santa, when he doesn’t believe in Santa 
any more, when he plays Santa and finally, when he 
ressembles Santa.”
! !                       Anonymous French quote
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French haute cuisine goes underground
For one week this November, commuters  in Paris discovered an unexpected treat during their metro ride. In an event 
sponsored by the Metro transit authority RATP, French gourmet chefs performed cooking demonstrations with 
accompanying tastings in the underground tunnels of Paris' Miromesnil subway station. The brainchild of food critic 
Marc de Champérard and RATP, "Great Chefs Return to the Metro" aimed to show that French haute cuisine is not 
limited to the wealthy, but  is accessible to  all. Metro hopes that campaigns of this nature will foster a pleasant ambiance 
and provide an interesting experience for commuters. "We have tried to bring a spark of life back to the Metro and also 
give a nice surprise to the travelers," explained Sarah Arnett, Brand Manager for RATP. 
During the event, Michelin-rated chefs prepared some of their favorite dishes, revealing secrets of their craft while 

television screens magnified the demonstrations to accommodate large crowds of commuters.

Fnac presents new ereader 
Whether used for business or pleasure, eReaders — devices that display downloadable,  electronic versions 
of books — are becoming increasingly popular.  Joining the ranks of the Apple iPad and the Amazon Kindle 
is the "Fnacbook," France's answer to the eReader trend. Released by electronics vender Fnac, the device 
will use the store's website as a platform for access to approximately 80,000 book titles available for 
download. Most French publishers have signed contracts to publish digital editions of their works for Fnac. 
Unlike other eReaders, Fnacbook will have an "open option," meaning that the downloaded books will be 
readable by the user not only on his or her Fnacbook,  but also on other appliances, including laptops and 
smartphones.  The Fnacbook has a storage capacity of approximately 2,000 books, and comes with Wifi and 
3G capability. For more information, please visit www.fnac.com.

Mamma Mia! à la française
The popular musical Mamma Mia!, based on the songs of world famous pop group ABBA, has made its 
way to Paris's Mogador Theatre for the 2010-2011 season. The production marks the first time that both the 
dialogue and the songs Of Mamma Mia! have been translated into French for live audiences.  Audience 
members will recognise the iconic melodies of the 22 ABBA hit singles that compose the musical, but will 
have to listen carefully to the newly adapted lyrics, translated for all but two of the songs (Waterloo and 
Dancing Queen are performed in the original English). Some of the play's characters have even been 
renamed to be more recognisably French. "Sam Carmichael," for example, becomes "Sam Carpentier." 

Critical reception for the show has been very positive, and spectators have been flocking to Mogador Theatre since the October 28 
opening. Ticket sales have already surpassed 125,000 — three times the amount sold for the French version of The Lion King in the same 
time period. When asked about the show's success, producer Judy Craymer cited the wide appeal of ABBA,whose work inspired the 
original show: "The story really reflects the contagious joy of ABBA's music." For more information, please visit: www.mamma-mia.fr.

Exhibit Offers New Perspective on Authors and Photography
As part of the 30th anniversary celebration of the Paris Mois de Photo (Photo Month), the Maison de Victor Hugo, 
a museum in the preserved former residence of the author, is hosting a photography exhibition titled Portraits 
d'écrivains de 1850 à nos jours (Portraits of Writers from 1850 to the Present Day). The display includes 200 
photographs representing the work of 30 photographers. The portraits' subjects include such notable French authors 
as Victor Hugo, George Sand, Alexander Dumas, Colette, Paul Valery, Samuel Beckett,  Jean-Paul Sartre,  and 
Simone de Beauvoir,  as well as several American authors such as Jack Kerouac. "Since the birth of photography, 
we've noticed that the link between photographers and writers,  the complicity between the two, has always been 
very strong," Alexandrine Achille of La Maison de Victor Hugo explains. The collaborative exhibit explores this 
historical relationship between artists, from the origins of photography to the present day. Containing works from 

La Maison Européenne de la Photographie and Roger- Viollet collections, as well as from the host museum itself,  the exhibit will run 
from November 5 through February 20.

Sharing gossip from a bygone era
Society gossip has long fascinated the public. People magazine enjoys a circulation of almost 3.7 million 
readers, while gossip website www.perezhilton.com attracts 13.5 million visitors monthly. The interest in 
the private lives of public personalities is not unique to the 21st century and extends far into the past. For 
example, in 18th century France, the often scandalous lives of celebrities shared in biographical 
publications, vie privées (literally, private lives), generated great interest. Art historian Lauren Puzier has 
created a hybrid of modern and past society gossip publications with her history blog, Marie Antoinette's 

Gossip Guide to the 18th Century. Puzier describes the site as "a lighthearted place to read short bits about the celebrities of the past as if 
they were today's," while PBS called it "a history lesson wrapped up in a modern gossip column and tied with a satin bow." In addition to 
juicy details about 18th century French historical figures, marie-antoinettequeenoffrance.blogspot.com also reviews current books and 
museum exhibits relevant to the time period. Puzier explains the educational function of the site, which goes beyond idle gossip, "offer
[ing] history lessons on the rules of society, politics and economics, fashion and costume history, music and arts, and daily life." The blog 
receives between 600 and 1,000 visitors daily. Puzier illuminates the site's draw: "Visiting for just a few minutes is meant to transport the 
reader momentarily to the past, as if they were sitting in an 18th century café reading the latest scandal on some duke or duchess.

P O T P O U R R I

http://www.fnac.com
http://www.fnac.com
http://www.mamma-mia.fr
http://www.mamma-mia.fr
http://www.perezhilton.com
http://www.perezhilton.com
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The San Anton Palace and its 
Gardens owe their origin to 
the Knight Antoine de Paule, a 
Frenchman knight from the 
Langue de Provence, who was 
elected 54th Grand Master of 
the Order of St. John in 1623. 

Grand Master Antoine de 
Paule, who also founded 
Paola in 1626, acquired a 
sizeable plot of land near the 
Attard and set about building 
a country villa that was nearer 
to Valletta than Verdala 
Palace.

He planned the villa on 
generous proportions so as to 
provide accommodation for 
his guests and for his large 
domestic staff which is said to 
have included cooks, food 
tasters, torch bearers, pantry-
boys, wig makers, a winder of 
the clocks in the palace, 
physicians, as well as a baker 

to make black bread for 
feeding his hunting dogs! The 
Grand Master named the villa 
‘Sainte Antoine’ after his 
patron saint,  St Antony of 
Padua.

De Paule also provided the 
palace with a private chapel 
dedicated to the Madonna del 
Pilar with a vault decorated 
with the coats-of-arms of 
Grandmasters especially 
Emanuel de Rohan-Polduc. 
De Paule also designed a 
symmetrical plan to the 

garden that consisted of more 
orange groves in the 
beginning. These oranges, he 
sent away as gifts to those he 
desired to honour.

Successive Grand Masters 
were to use the place as their 
country-residence. After 
Napoleon’s stay in Malta*, the 
Palace was to become seat of 
the National Assembly from 
February 1799 to the 
departure of the French in 
September 1800. It was later to 
become the the residence of 

the Governor and of the 
Governor-General of Malta. 
Since 1974 San Anton Palace is 
the Official residence of the 
President of Malta. 

A mausoleum dedicated to 
Grand Master Fra Antoine De 
Paule may be found at John's 
Co-Cathedral in Valletta in the 
Chapel of the Langue of 
Provence.

*Dr Tonio Borg wrote in The Times dated 
December 4 2010 : Napoleon’s stay in 
Malta might have been controversial and 
his pillaging of our Church treasures not 
particularly edifying but the general 
thrust of his military campaigns against 
absolutist monarchs was a breath of fresh 
air. His campaigns were not just military, 
as the Egyptian campaign illustrates, 
after all, in commissioning a bust of 
Napoleon in 1858, a British Governor 
described the military genius defeated by 
Wellington as Napoleon “the Great”.

           

           French Connection
A quick look at the French influence in the creation of Malta’s treasure, The San Anton Palace

!           

! Images of GM Fra de Paule including his Coat of Arms 
on a SMOM stamp courtesy The Sovereign Military 
and Hospitaller Order of St. John of Jerusalem of 
Rhodes and of Malta
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French Gastronomy: the 
First in the World
UNESCO recognised French gastronomy with the 
distinction of Intangible Cultural Heritage in late 
November.

T h e U n i t e d 
N a t i o n s 
E d u c a t i o n a l , 
Scient i f ic , and 
C u l t u r a l 
O r g a n i z a t i o n 
( U N E S C O ) 
recognized French 
cuisine with one 

of its highest distinctions last month. The panel 
determined that French gastronomy, with its rituals and 
presentation, fulfills the conditions to be included on the 
prestigious list of Intangible Cultural Heritage of 
Humanity. The recognition marks the first time a 
country  has been awarded World Heritage status for its 
gastronomy.
The United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO) recognized French cuisine 
with one of its highest distinctions last month. The panel 
determined that French gastronomy, with its rituals and 
presentation, fulfills the conditions to be included on the 
prestigious list of Intangible Cultural Heritage of 
Humanity. The recognition marks the first time a 
country  has been awarded World Heritage status for its 
gastronomy.
"It is particularly remarkable that France is the first 
nation to be so honoured for its genius in the arts of the 
table," stated French Prime Minister François Fillon. 
C o n v e n i n g i n N a i r o b i , K e n y a , U N E S C O ' s 
intergovernmental committee examined 51 applications, 
ranging from Armenian cross-stones to the Giong 
festivals at the Phu Dong and Soc temples in Vietnam, 
as well as Spanish flamenco dancing, Chinese 
acupuncture, and Azerbaijani carpet weaving.
In addition to protecting the world's most beautiful sites 
and monuments, UNESCO has been charged with 
preserving the world's intangible heritage since 2003. To 
date, 213 cultural practices and traditional forms of 
knowhow have been included on the list of Intangible 
Cultural Heritage, which considers "the practices, 
representations, expressions, knowledge and skills … 
that transmit from generation to generation ... providing 

them with a sense of 
identity  and continuity, 
thus promoting respect 
for cultural diversity 
and human creativity." 
The committee noted 
that meals in France 
are "a customary social 
p r a c t i c e . " T h e 
delegates placed a 
particular emphasis on 
the sense of social 

cohesion that meals foster, strengthening collective 
identity  and cultural diversity. From designing a careful 
combination of dishes  and purchasing high-quality 
ingredients — preferably from local sources — whose 
flavors complement one another, to pairing the right 
wine with food, the French meal should follow a 
specific pattern, starting with an aperitif and ending with 
liqueurs, with at  least four courses in between. In 
addition to gastronomy, France has received World 
Heritage Status for its compagnonnage system of 
conveying knowledge and skills in a range of traditional 
trades, and the craft of needle lace making in Alençon.

French chefs are known to have spread the art of fine 
dining across the world

The UNESCO building in Paris Photo © UNESCO

What is UNESCO?
The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization is a 
specialized agency of the United Nations established in1945. UNESCO has 
193 Member States.  The organization is based in Paris with over 50 field 
offices and many specialized institutes and centres throughout the world.
UNESCO works to create the conditions for dialogue among civilizations, 
cultures and peoples, based upon respect for commonly shared values. It is 
through this dialogue that the world can achieve global visions of 
sustainable development encompassing observance of human rights, 
mutual respect and the alleviation of poverty, all of which are at the heart of 
UNESCO’S mission and activities.
The broad goals and concrete objectives of the international community – as 
set out in the internationally agreed development goals, including the 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) – underpin all UNESCO’s 
strategies and activities. Thus UNESCO’s unique competencies in education, 
the sciences, culture and communication and information contribute 
towards the realization of those goals.
UNESCO’s mission is to contribute to the building of peace, the eradication 
of poverty, sustainable development and intercultural dialogue through 
education, the sciences, culture, communication and information.

On 14 December, UNESCO celebrated the 65th anniversary of the adoption 
of its constitution.    Director-General Irina Bokova was joined at the 
ceremony by her three predecessors Amadou-Mahtar M’Bow (1974 to 1987), 
Federico Mayor (1987 to 1999) and Koïchiro Matsuura (1999 to 2009).
Courtesy www.unesco.org

http://www.unesco.org
http://www.unesco.org
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The international dimension 
of renewable energy

Energaïa, the International 
Renewable Energies Exhibition, took 
place in the Southern French city of 
Montpellier from
December 8 to 11. Reflecting both 
business and science, the event 
featured 500 exhibitors from 21 
countries, and represented every 
sector in renewable energy, 
including thermal solar, photovoltaic 
solar, wind, hydro-electric, 
geothermal, biomass, and biofuels. 
Representatives from many sectors 
affected by renewable energy 
applications, such as building, 
transport, industry, and agriculture, 
also attended the event. Participants 
came from all over the world, with a 
particularly strong presence from 
countries along the Mediterranean. 
The exhibition also featured four 
foreign pavilions from Belgium, 
Spain, Germany, and China. "The 
presence of major foreign companies 
is good for French small and 
medium enterprises, offering them 
an opportunity to promote their 
products," stated Guy Haddad, the 
main organiser of this year's 
exhibition. In addition to the main 
exhibition, visitors attended over 80 
presentations and roundtable 
discussions with leading experts, 
covering subjects such as the 
development of smart grids (digital 
electricity networks) and financial 
investments in renewable energy.
For more information, please visit:
www.energaia-expo.com/

French scientists invent 
new microscope technology

French scientists at the Fresnel 
Institute in Marseille have put the 
finishing touches on a new type of 
optical technology
that will allow for considerably 
i m p r o v e d m i c r o s c o p e 
performance. The recent 
advancement addresses an age-old 
problem with traditional optical 
microscopes. Until now, light 
beams used to illuminate objects 
under microscopes have been "one 
sided," meaning that the light only 
spreads along one axis, and 
therefore can produce an 
incomplete image for researchers. 
The new technology, called 
Isotropic Single Objective (ISO) 
microscopy, employs mirrors to 
redirect light beams and produce a 
spherical point of light, which 
spreads out along all three axes of 
the microscope's focus. The 
advancement in microscopy will 
allow biologists to examine cells in 
greater three-dimensional detail, 
but can also have other 
applications. Some believe the 
technology could be adapted to 
increase the storage capacity of 
DVD and Blu-ray disks, whose 
data is recorded with a similarly 
focused laser beam.
For more information, please visit: 
www.fresnel.fr

A DROP of Drought 
Research

DROPS aims to research and create 
drought-tolerant, water-efficient plant 
varieties.

The French National Institute for 
Agricultural Research spearheaded the 
European DROPS (DROught-tolerant 
yielding PlantS) program, which 
addresses issues on the scarcity of water 
resources through the development of 
drought-tolerant and water-efficient 
plant varieties (corn, wheat, durum 
wheat, and sorghum). Bringing together 
15 public and private partners from 
eight European countries,  Australia, 
Turkey, and the U.S., the initiative 
launched over the summer during a 
seminar in Montpellier.  DROPS 
participants aim to develop new 
methods for identifying drought-
tolerant plant strains, discern the genes 
affecting certain characteristics of a 
worldwide collection of plants, and test 
the comparative advantages of the 
different lines in various water-deficient 
scenarios. Combining physiology, 
genetics, and modeling with field tests 
and phenotyping platforms in new 
design, DROPS will focus on several 
plant characteristics. Chief among them 
are reduction in seed abortion, 
maintenance of leaf growth, root system 
architecture, and water use efficiency 
(biomass/transpiration ratio). Project 
results will be circulated to seed 
growers and to a partnership trade 
organization, and will be published in 
scientific journals. Additionally, the 
program will include an educational 
component, providing both on-site and 
online training for students.
For more information, please visit: 
www.inra.fr

http://www.fresnel.fr
http://www.fresnel.fr
http://www.inra.fr
http://www.inra.fr
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There are approximately  550 miles between Paris and the Côte d'Azur, two of France's most-frequented regions. 
iDTGV, France's low-cost train service designed to attract younger passengers with limited budgets, seeks to make 
travel between the two more enjoyable. The company  offers iDNight, an overnight  train with a convivial 
environment that runs between the capital and various cities along the southern coast of France, including Biarritz, 
Marseille, Montpellier, and Nice, for only 15 euros a ticket. Travellers can choose between various cars offering 
different ambiances. The iDLounge is a calm but friendly space where passengers can meet, converse and play 
cards, while the bar and party  cars offer a louder, livelier atmosphere. The train features live DJs on Friday and 
Sunday nights, but the party  cars play club music every night of the week. Certain trains also feature movie ticket 
and t-shirt giveaways, body painting, and other special events.
The train's catch-phrase, Le train qui bouge la nuit (The train that  moves at night), invokes both the overnight 
itinerary  of the trip as well as the festive environment. The verb bouger creates a clever play on words, with a literal 
meaning of "to move" coupled with a colloquial usage closer to "to get down" or "to boogie." For energetic 
passengers that can do without sleeper cars, iDNight  provides a social and cost-effective travel experience that aims 
to make the voyage as important as the destination. For up-to-date information on special events, please visit http://
blog.idtgv.com.

 

Getting Down to the South of France on Overnight Train
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A selection of events that were the highlights of year 2010 in Franco-Maltese relations
For more information please visit www.ambafrance-mt.org
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July 5, Another group 
of 93 refugees leave 
Malta to start new 
life in France

10 December
Christmas organ concert by 
Pierre Méa and John Aquilina
And «Orgues de Malte» CD 
release.

July 13, Ira Losco 
rocks the French 
destroyer MONTCALM

April, URBAN 
RABBITS circus hits 
B’kara

January 14 President Emeritus 
Eddie Fenech-Adami becomes 
Commandeur de la Légion 
d’Honneur.

May - Dr. Tonio Borg 
meets Bernard 
Kouchner at the Quai 
d’Orsay

September 25, La Patrouille 
de France flies over Malta 
releasing smoke plumes in the 
colours of the island nation

December 1st  
Guy Peellaert’s «Rock 
Dreams» exhibition 
opens St James Cavalier
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