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Cher Louis Galea, 

Messieurs les Présidents 

Mesdames, Messieurs, Chers amis, 

 

 We are gathered here today, with your family, prominent representatives of 

the Maltese political community and friends of yours to celebrate the recognition, 

by the French Government, of your contribution as member and president of the 

Parliament, a leading minister of Malta, and, above all, a good  friend of France.  

 It is a great pleasure and a privilege for my wife Noelle and for myself to 

welcome you for this very special ceremony in Zebbuā tonight.  

 

 May I say a particular word of welcome to your wife, Vincienne, to your 

children and their families gathered around you to share this moment and thank 

them for joining us here.  

*  * 

* 

 Dear Louis, France is bestowing upon you one of its highest honours, the 

‘Officier dans l’Ordre national de la Légion d’Honneur’.  

 Tonight, France is honouring a son of Mqabba, a citizen this island nation 

can truly be proud of, a man full of charisma who had a leading role for a long 

time (close to president Fenech Adami, who knew you when you were a long- 

haired man), a genuine statesman of Malta and a European. I recall that you 

recently joined the European Court of Auditors. 

   

 I acclaim you as a true Maltese statesman, friend of France.  

You were first elected to Parliament in 1976 and re-elected at each election until 

1996. In 1977, you were appointed Secretary General of the Nationalist Party. 

Following the 1987, election you were appointed Minister for Social Policy and 

Minister for Home Affairs and Social Development in 1992. 
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After the elections of 1996 your role as Shadow Minister for Education, gave you a 

portfolio which included Education, Libraries and Archives, Heritage, Culture and 

the Arts, Youth and Sport, and the Public Broadcasting Service. Two years later, 

your were appointed Minister of Education and Culture (1998 – 2003) 

 

In 1998 you were unanimously elected Speaker of Malta’s Parliament, a post you 

occupied until 2010. 

I was told that when you were minister for Education, you never forgot my 

country. And I’ll never forget a certain dinner we had together, here on the 

terrace. You asked me about my projects. I explained Ulysses 2009, this symbolic 

Mediterranean voyage that I was organizing to emphasize our common heritage. 

As soon as I began to talk about this project, you told me : - I’ll be on your side. No 

time to waste, I will cancel my holidays.  

Two months ago, dear Louis, you welcomed writers from France, Greece, Turkey, 

Malta, but also Algeria, Tunisia, Egypt and Libya. Some people now say it was an 

anticipation of the Arab spring.  

Dear Louis, President Nicolas Sarkozy has awarded you France’s distinction, 

Officier de la Légion d’Honneur and for the solemnity of the occasion, here is the 

formal part of the ceremony in French: 

 

Louis Galea, au nom du Président de la République, je vous fais Officier dans l’Ordre 

national de la Légion d’Honneur. 

***** 


