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Pour la première fois, la francophonie 
a été célébrée à Malte par tous les 
ambassadeurs francophones. Nous 
avons signé une tribune ensemble, 
publiée dans la presse maltaise en 
français, en  anglais et en maltais. 
Lors d’une rencontre à l’université, 
chaque ambassadeur a pu raconter sa 
rencontre avec la langue française et 
ce qu’elle représente pour lui. Dans 
tous les mots qui se rejoignent pour 
former une langue, s’est déposée 
l’histoire, -souffrances, bonheurs, 

défaites et victoires-, d’un ou 
plusieurs peuples. Parmi les mots 
essentiels de la francophonie   : 
fraternité, identité, liberté. Trois mots 
qui appartiennent à tout le monde. 
Chacun d’entre nous peut les 
comprendre et les faire rayonner, de 
là où nous sommes et où nous 
travaillons, dans cet archipel, au 
cœur d’une mer qui nous a beaucoup 
appris et beaucoup donné. 
L’univers méditerranéen a été en effet  
l’un des berceaux de la science 
universelle. C’est sous l’influence 
d’Aristote que le Musée est devenu 
une université et une sorte de centre 
international de recherches. Si la 
Méditerranée a engendré une 
civilisation chatoyante, puissante, 
qui a rayonné bien loin de ses 
rivages, c’est aussi à cause de cette 
première source de savoir 
scientifique, cette sorte de Silicon 
Valley de l’Antiquité, installée dans 
la ville crée par Alexandre. 
L’installation d’une antenne du 

CNRS et la tenue d’un important 
colloque (Mistrals) de scientifiques 
méditerranéens s’inscrivent   dans 
cette tradition venue de loin. 
Pendant plusieurs jours, accueillis 
par Juanito Camillieri et Charles 
Sammut, deux cents chercheurs, -
israéliens, palestiniens, tunisiens, 
marocains, libanais, turcs, maltais, 
français, etc. -, ont travaillé ensemble 
à l’ancienne université sur un 
programme du futur. Pour notre 
pays, l’Europe n’a pas d’avenir sans 
la Méditerranée. La rive sud est 
aujourd’hui traversée par un souffle  
de liberté sans précédent. La 
connaissance mise en commun est la 
meilleure alliée des démocraties à 
construire.. 

Sincerely yours,

Daniel Rondeau
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CHRISTINE LAGARDE IS FIRST WOMAN CHIEF OF IMF

France pays tribute to the victims of slavery
On May 10, 2001, France became the first country to acknowledge slave trade and 
slavery as crimes against humanity

On the 10th of May, President Nicolas  Sarkozy unveiled a memorial stone paying 
tribute to the slaves of the French colonies  in their struggle for freedom and dignity. 
He then gave a speech underlining that “As  human memory ought not to forget the 
Holocaust, it ought not to forget slavery, because both give a universal lesson.”

The tenth anniversary of this  recognition is a time not only to remember the victims 
of slavery, but also to realize that even today, in many parts  of the world, people are 
victims of  human trafficking and are exploited in inhumane conditions. 

France has  taken a strong stance against all forms  of modern slavery with a call to 
ratify an additional protocol to add to the United Nations  Convention against 
Transnational Organized Crime of 2002. The text, one of three additional 
protocols, aims to prevent, suppress  and punish the trafficking of human beings, 
especially women and children.

The Committee for the History and Remembrance of Slavery (CPMHE) is 
organizing various  events  across  France to pay tribute to the victims  of slavery and 
their fight for emancipation, human rights, and liberty. Highlights  of the program 
include a roundtable discussion on the “History of the Slave Trail” at the UNESCO 
headquarters  in Paris  and a musical performance at the Theatre Déjazet and the 
Bataclan. 

Le Cri, l’Ecrit, by Francis 
Hybert

Sculpture commemorating the abolition 
of slavery on the grounds of the Senate, 
in the Jardin du Luxembourg in Paris

French Finance Minister Christine Lagarde was 
elected Managing director of the International 
Monetary Fund on Tuesday. She is the first 
woman to head the IMF since the institution was 
started in 1944.
The 24-members IMF executive board 
interviewed the final two candidates for the 
position, Mexican central bank governor Agustin 
Carstens and Lagarde, last week. “Based on the 
candidate profile that had been established, the 
Executive Board, after considering all relevant 

information on the candidacies, proceeded to select Ms. Lagarde by consensus,” it was 
announced.
EU candidate Christine Lagarde’s selection was widely expected after she won the backing of 
China, Brazil, Russia, and the United States.  
Before this election, Lagarde made history as the first female chair of the international law firm 
Baker & McKenzie and the first woman ever to become minister of Economic Affairs of a G8 
economy. In 2009, The Financial Times ranked her the best minister of Finance of the Eurozone 
and in the same year, she was ranked the 17th most powerful woman in the world by Forbes 
magazine. Lagarde is a former member of the French national synchronised swimming team. 
Lagarde’s five-year term begins July 5 and she has already quite a few crises to handle. 

© AFP Georges Gobet
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Images of Malta’s first La Fête de la Musique
Malta participated for the first time in the world event called Fête de la Musique, a French initiative that is 
today held in more than a hundred countries on the 21st June of every month. The most notable event was a 
free evening concert by several artists including Xirka Rock, Ira Losco and French artist of great reknown, M.

Photos also courtesy

Photographs by Mario Galea
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           French Connection
A quick look at a French contribution to a Maltese passion : Photography

The first photo ever taken in Malta was by Frenchman, Horace Vernet in 
1840. It  was a daguerreotype of the bronze statue of Grand Master Manoel de 
Vilhena that stood in the Fort in Manoel Island. In 1840, French painter Horace 
Vernet and his travelling companion and nephew Frédéric Goupil-Desquet, who 
was interested in daguerreotyping, stopped in Malta on their way back to Paris 
from Egypt. 

Unfortunately, quarantine regulations in force at the time forced them to stay  in 
the Lazaretto in Manoel Island. Vernet  then offered to demonstrate the 
daguerreotype process to Sir Henry Bouverie, Governor of Malta.  Some of the 
images taken during their voyage was published two years later in a two-volume 
book entitled Excursions Daguerriennes : Vues et monuments les plus 
remarquables du Globe.

Horace Vernet was a French painter born in 1789, who favoured paintings of 
battles, portraits and Orientalist Arab subjects. Vernet quickly  developed a disdain 
for the high-minded seriousness of academic French art influenced by classicists 
such as David, and decided to paint subjects taken mostly from contemporary 
culture. 

He began depicting the French soldiers a more familiar and less idealizing 
manner, avoiding the references to Antiquity. He gained recognition during the 
Bourbon Restauration (1814-1830) for a series of battle paintings such as the 
Battle of Valmy commissioned by the future King Louis-Philippe. 

Horace Vernet also became a literary character, when Sherlock Holmes, in Arthur 
Conan Doyle’s The Adventure of the Greek Interpreter, claims to be related to 
him: “My turn that way is in my veins, and may have come with my grandmother, 
who was the sister of Vernet, the French artist. Art in the blood is liable to take 
the strangest forms.” No one knows where Vernet’s original daguerreotypes are 
today. Bonj(o)u(r) suggests calling 221b Baker St ! 

The daguerreotype was the 
first commercially successful 
p h o t o g r a p h i c p r o c e s s 
developed by Frenchman 
Louis Daguerre in 1839. The 
image is a direct positive 
made in the camera on a 
silver plated copper or brass 
plate. 

A daguerreotype of the Parthenon 
taken in 1839

Bonj(o)u(r) would also like to thank 
the peop le beh ind Val le t ta 
Photography Festival 2011 held at 
St James Cavalier for their 
contribution in bringing to light 
this aspect of history between 
Malta and France. For more info, 
visit www.vallettaphotofest.com

http://www.vallettaphotofest.com
http://www.vallettaphotofest.com
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Paris showcases Maya civilization
The Musée du Quai Branly in Paris is hosting “Mayas, from 
Dusk to Dawn”. Visitors can discover the Mayas of Guatemala 
– a civilization that shaped Pre-Colombian history – in an 
exhibition featuring 160 pieces, the majority of which have 
have left their country of origin for the first time.

Promoting the protection of the Guatemalan heritage, the 
show highlights the most significant archaeological 
discoveries unearthed during recent excavations. The wide-
ranging exhibition explores the development, social 
organization, architectural forms and artistic styles (painted 
ceramics, stelae, delicately sculpted stones, funerary 
elements, architectural relics and ornaments) of this great 
civilization.

“Mayas, from Dusk to Dawn” also provides insight into the 
modern-day Maya civilisation with photographs and a 
multimedia presentation. The Mayas first appeared at the end 
of the third millennium BCE and rose to prominence twice: for 
approximately three hundred years from the third century 
BCE; and subsequently between the sixth and ninth centuries 
BCE. It is thought that there was an important demographic 
decline in 150 CE and a second in about 900 CE. The Mayas 
left behind the ruins of numerous ancient cities, filled with 
palaces and pyramid-temples. When the Spaniards arrived in 
the early sixteenth century, the Mayas had settled mainly 
along the coasts of Yucatan and in the highlands of 
Guatemala. Centuries before European invasion, the 
civilization had developed a writing system that was unique to 
this area of the world. The Mayas are known as one of the five 
founding civilizations of the world.

Visitors can discover the world of the Mayas chronologically, 
divided into four sections: the first three correspond to the 
principal periods defined by Maya experts – pre-classic, 
classic and post-classic. As their culture developed, the Mayas 
spread to new areas: from the Pacific coast and the Highlands 
(pre-classic period) to the southern plains (classic periods) 

and subsequently to the northern plains (post-classic period). 
However, recent discoveries have shown that the lowlands 
were also inhabited during the pre-classic period and that the 
largest concentration of Maya architecture can be found in 
this area, especially in the Mirador Basin and at sites such as 
Cival and San Bartolo. The last section elaborates on 
contemporary Maya culture.

For more information, please visit: www.quaibranly.fr

All images protected by copyright of respective owners

http://www.quaibranly.fr
http://www.quaibranly.fr
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Paris in Movies                 
Midnight in Paris, which opened the Cannes Film 
Festival this year, seems to celebrate a life-long romance 
between Woody Allen and Paris ; the director’s love for 
the city  is well-known, and his camera amorously 
wanders in the streets of a city filled with writers, 
painters, movie-makers – some quite famous.  This 
vision of Paris as the eternal “City  of Lights” has 
sometimes been criticised as it seems to reflect a 
nostalgic and fantasised view, deprived of its most 
violent and tragic aspects. And somehow, it is a fact that 
the movies which celebrate Paris the most are also the 
ones which betray its reality the most. 

The ever-inspiring City of Lights                                        

The hugely  popular Amelie is of course archetypal of 
this trend. Paris, floodlit in red and green, is devoid of 
graffitis, roadworks, insecurity or even poverty – in 
Jean-Pierre Jeunet’s Paris, beggars don’t work on 
Sundays. If this vision is dreamlike and personal, it is 
evidently  inspired, not by the city  during another era as 
such, but by movies from another era depicting Paris. 
Amélie Poulain would not  feel estranged in the 
company of Audrey Hepburn in Funny Face, where the 

t h r e e m a i n 
characters aspire to 
see what is, in their 
opinion, eminently 
Parisian: fashion, 
art de vivre, and 
intellectual life. 
Paris is indeed both 
harmonious and 
diverse, enabling 
d i r e c t o r s t o 
r e c r e a t e t h e 
ambiance and the 
aesthetic quality of 

the city they wish to film. 

The movie Paris, je t’aime is a very good example of its 
malleability : Paris, in the hands of the eighteen 
directors who contributed to the movie, becomes a place 
of farce, of fantasy, of mourning, of libertinism, or of 
social inequality. If, like Greta Garbo’s Ninotchka, the 
stern comrade from Soviet Russia, directors after 
directors yield to the charms of the image of Parisian 
architectural beauty, its sense of leisure and its cultural 
maelstrom, others prefer to show the seedy parts of 
Paris, its dark side. Last Tango in Paris obviously comes 
to mind, in which the city is imbued with a heavy 
atmosphere of sensuality and doom. The characters 
seem to be at an end, without a sense of purpose; 
somehow, Paris seems to offer a stage to desperate 
characters, such as Monica Bellucci and Vincent 
Cassel’s in Irréversible. The city is then a brutal one, 

which leads its 
inhabitants to 
t r a g e d y. T h e 
violence of these 
wretched lives is 
a l l t h e m o r e 
powerful by the 
absence of the 

“City of Lights”. Paris can fail, as discovered by the 
couple of Revolutionary Road, who vainly see in the 
city the antidote to conformity and ennui. 

PARIS,  pour toujours ...                                                              
Nonetheless, even knocked off its 
pedestal, Paris remains a infinite 
source of inspiration for directors. 
From the fin-de-siècle Moulin 
Rouge to the joyous Traversée de 
Paris or to the dramatic Armée 
des ombres, the city continues to 
be the stage to an infinite variety 
of tales. Somehow, it seems… 
we’ll always have Paris.  
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Breakthrough, Waystage, Threshold, Vantage, Effectiveness and 
Conversation. These are the different courses that Alliance Française 
de Malte Méditerranée situated in Floriana has to offer this year to 
people on the island wishing to improve their French regardless of 
their level in French. For more details, mail info@alliancefr.org.mt 
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 …et la Palme d’or est décernée à ...
The Cannes Film Festival  ended  on the 22d of May with 
the Palme d’Or being  awarded to Terrence Malick for his 
film The Tree of Life, starring Brad Pitt, Sean Penn and 
Jessica Chastain. Although  the Palme d’Or is  generally 
considered the most prestigious  award  in world  cinema, 
this year winner raised eyebrows. The reception has 
indeed been  mixed, with several critics celebrating the 
overwhelming beauty of the film, while others failed to 
see anything more in it than a pretentious piece.

This  is  the twenty-sixth  Palme d’Or  for the United 
States, and the thirty-second English speaking movie to 

receive it. Quite a lot of those come from the United States or the Commonwealth, such  as 
Apocalypse Now or  The Piano, but some others  come from countries as different as Denmark, Poland 
or Greece. Roman Polanski’s The Pianist, for  instance, is mostly in  English, but has  dialogs in  German 
and Polish. Dancer in the Dark, which  stars the Icelandic  Björk, the French Catherine Deneuve and the 
English Cara Seymour, is  in English. The choice of the English  language, even in  a story set in  a non-
English-speaking country, is a poetic licence frequently used by directors who wish  to attract a 
broader audience in Europe and  the United States. This  has sometimes been criticised as a way to 
increase the chances  of a film to  receive international  awards.  It is  certainly an effective solution, but 
one cannot fail to  notice the increasing  trend of films  theatre not in  English making their way into the 
world of international awards. The rise of Bollywood and of Asian  cinema is remarkable this  way. 
Although  Farewell my concubine remains the only Chinese-language film to  win the Palme d’Or, it 
stands, along The Eel or The Ballad of Naramaya, as the new rivals of Euro and US-centred cinema. 

Roland Garros spells victory for Chinese champion
Li Na became the first Chinese and first Asian to win a 
Grand Slam tournament at Roland Garros, beating Italy’s 
Francesca Schiavone, the defending champion. Before 
her, no Chinese had ever reached the quarterfinals at 
Roland Garros. This victory ranks her at the 4th world 
position. She also became an icon in her country, for 
being the first Asiatic to ever win a Grand Slam 
competition. The French Open at Roland Garros that took 
place last month, with competitors from around the world 
arriving in Paris to participate in the annual tennis 
tournament also saw the best of the best in the world of 
tennis battling on the famed red clay courts for the 
championship titles and nearly  18 million euros total in 

prize money. 
Rafael Nadal won his sixth title in the men’s singles against Roger Federer. Roland 
Garros hosts both Men’s and Women’s singles and Doubles tournaments. In the 
Women’s Doubles, Serena and Venus Williams were the defending champions, but 
both withdrew from the tournament with a pulmonary embolism and a hip  injury. In 
the final, Andrea Hlavá!ková and Lucie Hradecká defeated 7th seeded Sania Mirza 
and Elena Vesnina. In the Men’s tournament, the Canadian Daniel Nestor and the 
Belarus Max Mirnyi won their first  Grand Slam title. Apart from  mixed doubles, are 
the lesser-known wheelchair divisions.

!

Bill Pohlad and Sarah Green, the producers, accept 
the Palme d’Or on behalf of the reclusive Malick
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