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Introduction 

 

Mesdames et Messieurs. Je suis heureux d'être ici aujourd'hui pour constater de visu la relation croissante 

entre Malte et la France, qui se manifeste à travers une coopération commerciale dans divers secteurs, toujours 

plus étroite et profitable à tous. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen. I am pleased to be here today to see firsthand the growing relationship between Malta 

and France, which is manifesting itself through ever-closer and more mutually beneficial business cooperation 

across various sectors. 

 

Historical Ties 

 

Political and economic ties between France and Malta have traditionally been strong, going far back in 

history. These have been, over the years nurtured and sustained through regular political and bilateral 

relations. Along the years, France and Malta have enjoyed a healthy collaboration and cooperation on both 

cultural and economic activities.   

 

From an economic point of view, France and Malta have since 1983 enjoyed a double taxation agreement 

which aims to generate economic growth and encourages trade and investment. The French market is 

considered one of Malta’s strongest for incoming tourists, with over 116,533 French tourists visiting our 

island in 2013, an increase of 8% over 2012. 

 

France is a leader in a number of sectors that rely on a high level of technology, such as the automotive 

industry, aviation, aeronautics, renewable energies and water treatment. 

 

Trade between Malta and France 

 

Malta and France have a very strong and long standing trade and investment relationship. In fact between 

2006 and 2013 total trade between Malta and France amounted to €4.95 billion, an average of €619 million 

per year. During this period imports from France amounted to €2.9 billion while exports to France reached a 

total of 2.04 billion. It is pertinent to point out that exports to France amount to 10% of our total world-wide 
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exports. An analysis by sector indicates that the largest share of both imports and exports are related to 

electrical machinery, mineral fuels and mineral oils.  

 

Trade in services between Malta and France for the period 2011 – 2013 amounted to 7.14% of  total trade in 

services with the European Union. On the other hand import of services from France amounted to 2.86% of 

the total from EU. 

 

Malta has a state-of-the-art telecommunications infrastructure that is contributing heavily to numerous well 

established industries which are reliant on high speed and reliable communications. Notwithstanding this, 

Malta is working on developing a range of additional measures that will further grow this industry. 

 

Malta is also in the process of initiating a feasibility study for a new submarine cable link. It is worth 

mentioning that in 2011, Nexans a French company, was awarded the € 178 million contract to lay down the 

submarine energy interconnector cable which links Malta’s electricity grid to the European network.  

 

I would also like to take this opportunity to highlight the excellent working relationship which has been 

established between the technical staff of France and Malta in the area of radio frequency policy, particularly 

in the area related to spectrum management.  

 

On the other hand one of the success stories of French investment in Malta is ST Microelectronics which can 

be considered as one of the largest local employers and exporters. Malta’s Freeport which accounts for 12% of 

all container traffic in the Mediterranean is presently operated by CMA CGM which is a French container 

transportation and shipping company. 

 

Recently there has been a significant interest and investment from a number of French companies in the 

financial sector as well as several online gaming companies and Malta has evidenced an increase in the 

number of French companies in the financial sector. These include Natixis in Banking and PSA, RCI and BNP 

Paribas in insurance. 

 

This Government is working to foster better bilateral relations with France in the gaming sector so as to 

improve and strengthen the regulation of this ever evolving sector.  Various developments on the international 

and European front have highlighted the importance of such relations. Malta was a pioneer in introducing a 

regulatory regime in this sector, putting us in a position to garner a great understanding of the dynamics of this 

industry. This knowledge and expertise can be applied to bilateral collaborative efforts. Furthermore, the 

Maltese regulatory framework is set to be revisited and updated during coming months to keep in line with 

technological and industry developments and the EU political dimension and policies that have evolved. It 
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would thus be opportune to simultaneously explore possibilities of enhancing relations between the two states 

which shall ensure steady progress in this sector.  

 

On our part, we have a lot to offer to the French investor. We have a highly efficient corporate tax regime, an 

English speaking workforce and a competitive cost base for a wide variety of economic activities. We can also 

boast of a robust legislative framework for business which includes particularly interesting benefits for 

operators within a number of key industries including pharmaceuticals, aviation, maritime, ship and aircraft 

registration. 

 

For the Maltese entrepreneur, France offers a large internal market which offers opportunities for exporters of 

locally produced merchandise and produce. 

 

It is clear that France and Malta have a history of economic cooperation and are close economic partners. Of 

course, there is always more that can be done. This is especially the case in a more dynamic and competitive 

world. I am confident that there is still room for improvement for increasing trade and investment in a number 

of sectors. 

 

In this regard, the Maltese Government is fully-committed to strengthening and further developing relations 

between Malta and France through a more flexible and dynamic approach that facilitates business while 

allowing operators to benefit from the many advantages that trade and investment within Malta has to offer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 


