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Madam President,  

Honorable Ministers,  

Dear colleagues,  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

Chers compatriotes, 

 

 

I am pleased to welcome you all tonight to the Residence of France.  

 

We are particularly honoured, Madam President, that you should participate, with Dr Preca, 

in our National Day celebration, our “quatorze juillet”.  

 

I would like to start by expressing my gratitude to the members of the French Embassy in 

Malta who have dedicated so much effort in the organization of this event.  Special reference 

is made to my personal assistant Mrs Laurence Laude who single handedly managed most of 

the logistics. 

 

My thanks also go to the French companies settled in Malta which have enabled us to 

organize this reception. Let me recognize our three main partners for this evening:  

 

Peugeot-Citroën/PSA Insurance;  

Renault Credit International and ;  

Estate Wines of Philippe Martinet-Sliema.  

 

I encourage all of you tonight to stroll around the gardens of this Residence and to walk 

towards the swimming pool and the spring further down. There, thanks to the graciousness 

of our three sponsors, you will find additional buffets, “champagne” and “vins de France” as 

well as a few surprises such as a French “crepes”.  

 

You can also appreciate the very sparkling contribution of the Demajo Group to our party, 

and enjoy a “dégustation” of Rosé wines courtesy of Producers from this region.  

 

Madam President, 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

I would like to say a few words tonight about France and Malta’s modern day relationship. 

Not the history. You all know much more about it than me, a relative newcomer.   
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Let me speak of Malta and France in the year 2015. 

 

Malta and France, two dedicated European Union members, convinced that the whole of the 

EU is more than the sum of 28 countries, and recognizing that Europe, too often criticized, is 

a pillar of stability and respect for the rule of law in the midst of worldwide crisis, violence 

and abuse of basic human rights. Those shared values and principles are the core of the EU 

and this should make us proud.   

 

Malta and France, two members of the eurozone, which is not only a financial and monetary 

project, but also political project which we all hope has been made stronger by the agreement 

reached Monday concerning Greece. As Prime Minister Muscat put it, some countries 

among them Malta and France went to Brussels with a clear approach: “we wanted to protect 

our interest, but we also looked at the European project”.   

 

As Malta is on its way to assume the Presidency of the EU in 2017, France has already 

expressed our availability to assist in any way we can. Many of the priorities considered by 

Malta such as a digital Europe, and a more social Europe, are also high on our agenda.  

  

But let’s continue with my checklist. 

 

Malta and France, two Mediterranean countries.  This entails significant political 

convergence.  One cannot be a Mediterranean and not see the absolute need to address the 

challenges on our southern shore. The future of Libya, the future of Tunisie are not a subject 

of academic studies for us; they are key to our own stability. Malta and France meet 

regularly to discuss such issues, within the Mediterranean group of the EU, and in the 5 + 5 

format with participants from both shore of the Mediterranean, including Libya.   

 

This common environment creates common understanding of many challenges. French 

initiatives to foster stability in Africa, in the Sahel, are well understood by our Maltese 

partners. The same goes for our proposals to increase the efficiency of international 

governance, in the Security Council. In the face of immense challenges, we can never resign 

ourselves that conflict and differences should prevail. And indeed, France and others are 

proud tonight that an agreement has finally been reached on Iranian nuclear issues.  

 

France is also fully committed to reaching solutions on issues that Malta has consistently 

flagged as priorities at the highest level: a peace deal in Libya; an agreement on the EU 
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agenda for migration.  Again, there is much emphasis in some quarters on the difficulties we 

face in order to find an agreement; credit should be given however to all the countries in the 

Schengen system, among them France, which are ready to accept the principle of 

relocalisation to their country of migrants rescued at sea who land in Italy, Greece and Malta.    

 

 

Malta and France, two beautiful countries, basing a large part of their economy on the influx 

of tourists. We share the beauty, and we also share the challenges: In order to build a 

sustainable future, we both have to invest in preservation of natural and historical heritage, 

maintenance and modernization of roads and hotels, promotion of renewable energy and 

intelligent waste disposal solutions. I cannot of course refrain from noting that one of the 

most distinguished French label in the field of tourism, the “Relais et Châteaux” label, will 

hold its annual congress in Malta this coming fall 

 

Two countries, finally, committed to protect the planet for the benefit of the future 

generations. As the country assuming the presidency of the Climate Conference of 2015, 

France is honored to have been invited to address the Commonwealth Summit in Malta next 

November. As Minister Vella prepares to embark on a series of meetings on climate change 

in Paris and Brussels, I want to emphasize the contribution of Malta to the process as a “role 

model” for emerging countries which fear that they cannot achieve growth and reducing 

emissions. Malta did it.   

   

On this subject, I want to draw your attention to a few leaflets you will be able to read this 

evening on a project called “Green Embassy”: as all French administrations we are obliged, 

and committed, to recycling waste and leaving as light an impact on the environment as 

possible. We have been helped in this endeavor by the “Bureau Vallée” store in Qormi, 

which has kindly provided us with recyclable products tonight.  

 

  

Madam President,  

Ladies and gentlemen,  

 

In 2015, our close ties have been demonstrated also by the bilateral visit to Paris, on a most 

solemn and tragic occasion for French citizens, by Prime Minister Muscat who participated 

in the Charlie Hebdo republican march. It was a time when we needed friends and Malta was 

there.   

 



 

4 

 

Madam President, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

Political relations between France and Malta are at an all time high. 

How are we faring on the economic front ?  

Beyond statistics, let me just recall a few facts.  

 

TOTAL subsidiary company Pamargan is the first employer in Gozo.  

ST Microelectronics is still one of the main employers on the Island 

French CMA/CGM is key to the management of the Freeport. 

France’s EUTELSAT company through its maltese partner WINS contributes to safe 

navigation around Malta and the whole of the Mediterranean. 

Peugeot, Citroen  and Renault  vehicles together top the list of new car purchases, with a 

special emphasis on hybrid or electric cars.  

Those are just but a few examples. I did not even list all of those companies which, in Malta, 

are the Ambassadors of French luxury brands. 

All in all, quite a solid performance .  

And a good basis for further development. 

  

 

I appreciate the trust of maltese institutions and entrepreneurs who have approached the 

Embassy with a view to further develop opportunities. We are totally aware of the 

possibilities offered by Malta as a hub, with links to northern Africa and commonwealth 

countries.  In order to attract more investments, the Maltese-French Chamber of Commerce 

is playing a key role and I want to thank them through the President Joseph Bugeja for their 

tremendous assistance. Our trade office – Business France – is ready to proactively send to 

Malta clusters of potential investors in ICT and high tech. domains.  

 

With your permission, Madam President, I would like to add a few words in French to my 

fellow citizens.  

 

Chers compatriotes,  

 

C’est un immense plaisir  de vous retrouver ou de vous rencontrer ce soir à la résidence de 

France.  Vous formez une communauté dynamique à divers titres – 745 français enregistrés 

au consulat, soit 150 de plus en un an, et 14 naissances depuis le début de l’année.  
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Je voudrais saisir l’occasion de cette rencontre pour saluer les chefs d’Ilot qui ont accepté 

de jouer un rôle dans le dispositif que nous mettons en place pour votre sécurité ; en cette 

période de menaces contre tout ce que notre pays incarne, la liberté, le droit, il s’agit du 

premier mandat de cette Ambassade. 

 

 Rendons hommage aussi aux associations qui animent la vie des français et francophones 

de l’archipel ainsi que l'interaction avec les citoyens maltais :  

 

- l'Alliance française Malte-Méditerranée, dont je rappelle la fonction fondamentale de 

formation à la langue française, dans le cadre d’un partenariat avec le Ministère des 

affaires étrangères,  

- Malte Accueil naturellement,    

- L’association Français Langue Maternelle France Malta 

- ou encore la Fondation Jean de la Valette.  

 

En attendant, les portes de l'Ambassade vous sont grande ouvertes. Plusieurs d'entre vous 

n'ont pas hésité déjà  à venir présenter leurs activités et projets. Vous êtes les bienvenus. 

 

Madam President,  

 

In conclusion, I raise my glass to your health, to the continued stability and prosperity of the 

Maltese nation and to the friendship between our two countries. 

 

 

  


