
 

 

Courtesy translation of the speech given by the Ambassador of France in Malta 

on the occasion of the 14th July 2020: 

 

My dear compatriots and dear friends from Malta and elsewhere, 

This year's celebration of the National Day is a very special one. We cannot gather in 

large numbers as we like to do to joyfully celebrate the friendship between our two 

countries and our shared values. We have chosen to replace such festivity with a 

symbolic donation to the staff of Mater Dei, to be distributed this July 14. The struggle 

against COVID19, which has struck and continues to strike the world, has 

unfortunately claimed its share of victims who remain in our thoughts. We join their 

families in their pain. 

In this context, allow me to send you a brief message, almost entirely focused on this 

pandemic that has afflicted us and is already transforming our future. 

Here I wish to express the immeasurable gratitude that we owe to all those who have 

contributed on a daily basis to care for, heal, keep company with and comfort those 

who were infected with the virus. In France, many paid for this with their lives, and we 

will not forget their sacrifice. In Malta, everything was put in place very quickly to 

avoid a disaster that could have devastated the islands. I would like to congratulate 

the Maltese authorities for the admirable way in which they managed the crisis, and 

thank them for the help given to our country in the midst of the crisis, first by ensuring 

the transfer to France of a thousand tourists stranded in the archipelago, and then 

with donations of equipment. I would also like to salute the scientific cooperation 

initiated on this occasion between Mater Dei hospital and a French university 

hospital, as well as the exchange of expertise that we plan to undertake with the 

superintendent of health on some outcomes of confinement and inactivity. 

In Paris today, this message of solidarity and commitment of an entire nation with its 

European and international partners was solemnly reaffirmed by the President of the 

Republic. It is together, at a European level, that we will be able to rebuild: 

o Our businesses and our jobs, bearing in mind the social dimension, in 

particular to raise the salaries of those who have been in the front lines ; 



 

 

o Our way of life, by adopting a more ecological approach reconciling 

production and climate, which has shown its relevance during the crisis with a 

thousand and one citizen initiatives; 

o Our collective destiny, whether local, national or European.  

The virus has affected us all without distinction. We need to turn the situation around 

and learn from it in order to be able to face the new challenges ahead together. 

Armed with these lessons learned from the crisis, the French Embassy in Malta 

remains mobilized under my leadership and with the excellent team that I have the 

honour of leading. We have not allowed ourselves to be discouraged. On the 

contrary, activity has not ceased during the crisis, particularly in making progress on 

migration issues. The pace recently picked up culturally and socially with a Franco-

Maltese concert on the occasion of Music Day. This will be back in full swing in 

September with some significant projects in sight, including: 

- The organisation of a symposium, under the auspices of President Georges 

Vella, bringing together Maltese and French specialists in various fields to 

explore our shared history and the human and artistic exchanges between our 

two countries; 

- The organisation of a Business Forum that will convene some twenty French 

and Maltese companies around mobility issues;  

- The organization of a large-scale artistic event in the Residence's gardens, 

bringing together Maltese, French and Mediterranean talents. 

See you there! 

In addition to these concrete projects, we will of course remain active at the political 

level and in constant dialogue with the Maltese authorities. There is no shortage of 

topics to discuss, including migration; the need to achieve greater European 

solidarity; the return of stability to the Mediterranean; the construction of a more 

politicised and more united Europe, with an impending conference on the future of 

Europe which will start very soon and should enable us to better take into account of 

the aspirations of our various nations. 



 

 

The means chosen to address you today does not, unfortunately, allow me to expand 

any further, but let me express my very warm thanks to all of our Maltese friends who 

are in daily contact with the embassy through numerous projects and exchanges of 

views; to my team; to my compatriots (about 1400 French people are registered with 

us, I encourage all others to do the same, we are your natural home); to all the 

organizations working for the French-speaking world whether it is France Malta, the 

Alliance française, the association of French teachers or those who support the well-

being of our compatriots; to the businessmen and women who are essential to the 

recovery of our economies; to the Franco-Maltese Chamber of Commerce that 

supports us every day; to the Maltese government which is so readily available for 

sustained talks that are essential to our common future. 

Last but not least, I would like to thank the President of the Republic of Malta, Dr 

George Vella, for having done us the honour of sending a message to this lively, 

albeit virtual, assembly, a message that is addressed to you at the same time as my 

wishes for a dignified, unifying and supportive National Day. I hope to see you all 

again in person next year in our gardens of Haz-Zebbug. 

Long live Malta, Long live France. 

 


